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In Scripture we are told, “Surely the
Lord GOD will do nothing, but he
revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets” (Amos 3:7)*.

It is a wonderful privilege to be
able to understand the will of God as
revealed in the sure word of prophe-
cy. Based on Scripture, whatever the
Lord God plans to do, He first tells
His servants the prophets to share
with the world.

Throughout the centuries many
have claimed to be prophets. Many
churches and religions claim to have
prophets also. Think of Joseph Smith,
the Mormon prophet, and subsequent
leaders of that church; Muhammad,
the founder of Islam; the Dalai Lama
of Tibetan Buddhism; Sun Myung
Moon of the Unification Movement
(believed by members of that church
to be the second coming of Jesus, the
Messiah). In the New Webster’s Dic-
tionary and Thesaurus, 1991 edition,
the definition of prophet is a person
who by divine inspiration declares to
the world the divine will, judgments,
etc.

*  All Scripture references are taken from the King
James Version of the Holy Bible.

Copyright: 2010 by Project Restore, Inc., PO Box 2000, Locust Dale, VA 22948.

God revealed his plans to Noah
before the great flood. He told Noah,

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall
not always strive with man, for that
he also is flesh: yet his days shall be
an hundred and twenty years” (Gen.

For Our Time?

People questioned Noah’s sanity ...
until the flood actually came.
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say unto you, There shall not be left
here one stone upon another, that
shall not be thrown down” (Matthew
24:2).

God commanded the prophet
Jonah to go to Nineveh to warn the
people. “Arise, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and cry against it; for their
wickedness is come up before me”
(Jonah 1:2).

So we see how God has kept His
word. “Surely the Lord God will do
nothing but he revealeth His secret
unto His servants the prophets.” That
being the case, wouldn’t it be rea-
sonable to believe that before the
destruction at the end of the world

6:3). Because God “saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually” (Gen. 6:5), and that
“the earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with
violence. And God looked upon the
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt;
for all flesh had corrupted his way
upon the earth. And God said unto
Noah, The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold,
I will destroy them with the earth”
(Gen. 6:11-13).

So we see how God had revealed
the plans of what was to take place,
and that Noah was to give warning
to the world. God’s hope was that if
the people would listen, then the ter-
rible results of the great flood could
be avoided.

In Exodus, we learn that God had
given a warning through Moses of
what was to take place prior to the
plagues upon Egypt. Also we find
the prophet Jeremiah warning the
people of the destruction of
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.

Before the Romans destroyed
Jerusalem in AD 70, He warned the
city of the destruction that was to
take place. Christ Himself said these
words, “And Jesus said unto them,
See ye not all these things? Verily I

The prophet Moses gave God’s
messages.
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predicted in the Bible, God would
still use prophets in our time?

How did God reveal these things
to His prophets? “And he [God]
said, Hear now my words: If there
be a prophet among you, I the
LORD will make myself known
unto him in a vision, and will speak
unto him in a dream” (Numbers
12:6).

The Lord certainly used this way
with Daniel and John the Revelator.
We find over and over that they
were given visions and dreams con-
cerning our time, what would take
place and which nations would rise
and fall, and what we could expect
here in the last days. God sent His
prophets when the priests and the
people strayed from the right path.
The word of prophecy showed the
way back to the straight and narrow
path.

The prophet speaking for God
brought rebuke, pointed out sin, and
called the people to repentance.

“In those days came John the Bap-
tist, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, And saying, Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand. For
this is he that was spoken of by the
prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight” (Matthew 3:1-3).

In the Old Testament, the prophet
Ezekiel was told, “Son of man,
speak to the children of thy people,
and say unto them, When I bring the
sword upon a land, if the people of
the land take a man of their coasts,
and set him for their watchman: If
when he seeth the sword come upon
the land, he blow the trumpet, and
warn the people; Then whosoever
heareth the sound of the trumpet,
and taketh not warning; if the sword

come, and take him
away, his blood shall

be upon his own
head. He heard
the sound of the

trumpet, and took
not warning; his
blood shall be
upon him. But he

that taketh warning shall deliver his
soul. But if the watchman see the
sword come, and blow not the trum-
pet, and the people be not warned; if
the sword come, and take any person
from among them, he is taken away
in his iniquity; but his blood will I
require at the watchman's hand. So
thou, O son of man, I have set thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the word at
my mouth, and warn them from me”
(Ezekiel 33:2-7).

Over 300 times Ezekiel used the
words, “thus saith the Lord,” “He
said unto me,” “thou shalt speak My
words,” “ I the Lord hath spoken it,”

The prophet gives
God’s warnings.
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“ hear the word of the Lord.” But
that was in Old Testament times.

What about in New Testament
times? What about the Christian
church today? Does God still use
prophets?

In first Corinthians 12:28-30, we
are told, “And God hath set some in
the church, first apostles, second-
arily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings,
helps, governments, diversities of
tongues. Are all apostles? are all
prophets? are all teachers? are all
workers of miracles? Have all the
gifts of healing? do all speak with
tongues? do all interpret?”

In verse 28 of the above text, it
tells us that God had given many
gifts to the church. One of these
gifts given to the New Testament
church would be prophets.

Also in Ephesians 4:11-14, the
apostle Paul, writing under the pen
of inspiration, wrote, “And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; For the perfect-
ing of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: Till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ: That
we henceforth be no more children,

tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning crafti-
ness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive.”

The word of God states that
prophets are given to His New Tes-
tament church and His end time
church “for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of
Christ: til we all come in the unity of
the faith.”

God gives His people differing talents.
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Well, we certainly have not all
come into the unity of faith. There-
fore the gift of prophecy must be
active today. And one of the major
reasons that God has given prophets
for these end times is “that we
henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine.”

There are hundreds of religions
and churches today all claiming to
have the truth, all claiming to use the
same Bible. And yet there is so
much difference in the teachings.

But God is giving us a way so that
we can know the truth. The apostle
Paul, commending the Bereans in
Acts 17:11, said, “These were more
noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.”

We must search the Scriptures to
see if what we discuss or what we
hear in our churches meets the Bible
standard.

The apostle Paul affirms, “So that
ye come behind in no gift; waiting
for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall also confirm you
unto the end, that ye may be blame-
less in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7-8).

Paul is sharing that we are not to
lack in any gift, here, at the time just
before Jesus would return. This
would include the gift of prophets
and prophesy.

With so much confusion in our
world today, and so much confusion
in the religious world today, with all
the different churches claiming to
have the truth, wouldn’t it be wise

Many churches with differing teach-
ings can be confusing. What is the
real truth?
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for us to go to Scripture to get a
description of the church that we
should be looking for today?

The Bible tells us in Revelation
12:17, “And the dragon [which is
the devil—we find that in Revelation
12:9] was wroth [or angry] with the
woman, [the woman is representing
God’s church—Jeremiah 6:2] and
went to make war with the remnant
of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.”

God’s true church would be
keeping all ten commandments and
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Not seven, not eight, not nine, but all
ten of God’s commandments, and
that they would also have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.

In Revelation 19:10, we read,
“And I fell at his feet to worship
him. And he said unto me, See thou
do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and
of thy brethren that have the testi-
mony of Jesus: worship God: for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”

God’s church for these end times,
the remnant here at the very end,
would be keeping all of God’s com-
mandments and have the spirit of
prophecy.

Most of the time, when someone
talks about a church having a proph-
et, people put their hands up and
move back. They become frightened
of that, and yet the Bible is very
clear that at the end we would have
prophets, that God would have
prophets in these last days.

The New Testament book of Acts
quotes the Old Testament book of
Joel (2:28-29) when it states, “And it
shall come to pass in the last days,
saith God, I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams: And on my servants
and on my handmaidens I will pour
out in those days of my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18).

Notice that it clearly states that
God would inspire prophetic mes-
sages in the last days.

If that be the case, then if
someone claims to have a vision or a
dream from God, how will we know
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whether it is true and faithful or not?
Jesus Himself said, “And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many.” “For there shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; inso-
much that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect”
(Matthew 24:11, 24).

If Jesus warned us that there
would be false prophets in the last
days, then how are we going to be
able to distinguish between the false
and the true? We’re told in Isaiah
8:20, “To the law and to the testimo-
ny: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no
light in them.” We must compare
everything with Scripture. We must
study the Scripture to see if what

that individual is saying is based and
founded upon the word of God. The

apostle Paul said, “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good” (1
Thessalonians 5:21).

Another test to know if a prophet
is true is found in Jeremiah 28:7-9.
“Nevertheless hear thou now this
word that I speak in thine ears, and
in the ears of all the people; The
prophets that have been before me
and before thee of old prophesied
both against many countries, and
against great kingdoms, of war, and
of evil, and of pestilence. The
prophet which prophesieth of peace,
when the word of the prophet shall
come to pass, then shall the prophet
be known, that the LORD hath truly
sent him.”

Can a prophet be a woman as
well as a man? Do we have exam-
ples of that in Scripture? Exodus
15:20 states, “Miriam the prophet-
ess.” In Judges 4:4 it says,
“Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of
Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that
time. ” In 2 Kings 22:14 we read,
“Huldah the prophetess, the wife of
Shallum.”

Well, we have several examples
in the Old Testament, but what about
the New Testament?

Luke 2:36 states, “And there was
one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter
of Phanuel.” In Acts 21:8, 9, we
read, “And the next day we that
were of Paul’s company departed,

Test church teachings
by the Bible.
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and came unto Caesarea: and we
entered into the house of Philip the
evangelist, which was one of the
seven; and abode with him. And the
same man had four daughters, vir-
gins, which did prophesy.”

We see clearly that the Bible tells
of women who were called to pro-
phetic office. Both Old and New
Testaments reveal that the women
were not excluded from doing the
work of a prophet or prophetess.

Some people might be asking,
how can you be a prophet if you
have not written any of the books in
Scripture?

One of the greatest prophets that
ever walked the face of the planet
was John the Baptist, and there is
not one book in the Bible that he has
written.

Inspiration tells us, “Now the acts
of David the king, first and last,
behold, they are written in the book
of Samuel the seer, and in the book
of Nathan the prophet, and in the
book of Gad the seer,” (1 Chronicles
29:29). However, there are no Bible
books written by Nathan or Gad in
the Holy Scriptures as we know
them. One of my favorite prophets
in the Bible, who is very rarely
heard of by most people today, is
Micaiah. We find in 2 Chronicles
18:13, “And Micaiah said, As the

LORD liveth, even what my God
saith, that will I speak.”

All the false prophets and the
teachers of his day were trying to get
him to agree with everyone else and
give a good report to King Ahab, but
he refused. He would rather speak
the truth and go to prison or a
dungeon than misquote God’s word.

How are most of God’s prophets
treated? “And the LORD God of
their fathers sent to them by his mes-
sengers, rising up betimes, and send-
ing; because he had compassion on
his people, and on his dwelling
place: But they mocked the messen-
gers of God, and despised his words,
and misused his prophets, until the
wrath of the LORD arose against his

Not all prophets wrote Bible books.
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people, till there was no remedy.” (2
Chronicles 36:15, 16).

On the other side, what is the
promise that God has given? “And
they rose early in the morning, and
went forth into the wilderness of
Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jeho-
shaphat stood and said, Hear me, O
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem; Believe in the LORD your God,
so shall ye be established; believe
his prophets, so shall ye prosper” (2
Chronicles 20:20).

So there is a marvelous promise
that if we follow God’s leading
through His word, through His
prophets, we will prosper. On the
other hand, if we don’t follow the
will of the Lord through His word
and His prophets, we will not
prosper since “where there is no
vision, the people perish” (Proverbs
29:18).

In Revelation, chapter 16,  we are
told about the seven last plagues and
the destruction of the earth. If that be
the case, wouldn’t it make sense for
God to have sent a messenger for
our day to prepare us for the Second
coming of Jesus? Remember, God
has already told us in His word,
“Surely the Lord GOD will do noth-
ing, but he revealeth his secret unto
his servants the prophets” (Amos
3:7).

This writer believes that one such
person is a woman by the name of
Ellen G. White, who made predic-
tions many years ago, back in the
early 1900’s, dealing with cancer.
She said that cancer was a germ, a
virus. “People are continually eating
flesh that is filled with tuberculous
and cancerous germs. Tuberculosis,
cancer, and other fatal diseases are
thus communicated” (The Ministry
of Healing, p. 313).

Scores of years later, the Sloan
Kettering Institute for Cancer
Research stated: “A virus has been
linked with eight human cancers in
findings he reported today. Dr.
Wendell Stanley at the University of
California, virologist and Nobel
prize winner, stated that a virus is a
miniature germ.”

Ellen G. White presented inspired
messages.
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In 1864 Ellen White wrote,
“Tobacco is a poison of the most
deceitful and malignant kind, having
an exciting, then a paralyzing influ-
ence upon the nerves of the body. It
is all the more dangerous because its
effects upon the system are so slow,
and at first scarcely perceivable.
Multitudes have fallen victim to its
poisonous influence. They have
surely murdered themselves by this
slow poison (Temperance, p. 58).

That was well over 100 years
ago. The world laughed at her. But
today it no longer laughs. This
unusual prediction made at a time
when smoking was considered
harmless proves that Ellen White
was far ahead of her time. And no
wonder God, who knows all secrets,
knew that smoking was dangerous
and sent word though His humble
messenger that mankind should not
smoke.

In the book Life Sketches she
wrote, “... not long hence these cities
will suffer under the judgments of
God. San Francisco and Oakland are
becoming as Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the Lord will visit them in
wrath.” Quite a statement, yet many
believed her message and moved
from the two cities specifically men-
tioned as the targets of God’s wrath
(p. 412).

Her prediction was penned in
1902. On April 18 of 1906, San
Francisco was largely destroyed by
an earthquake. Fire followed in the
wake of the earthquake, and
Oakland and other nearby cities suf-
fered greatly.

Ellen White also wrote in a book
called The Great Controversy,
written in the 1880’s, “ In accidents
and calamities by sea and by land, in
great conflagrations, in fierce torna-
does and terrific hailstorms, in tem-
pests, floods, cyclones, tidal waves,
and earthquakes, in every place and
in a thousand forms, Satan is exer-
cising his power. He sweeps away
the ripening harvest, and famine and
distress follow. He imparts to the air
a deadly taint, and thousands perish
by the pestilence. These visitations

Tobacco is a slow deadly poison!
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are to become more and more fre-
quent and disastrous” (p. 589, 590).

Certainly any thinking, reason-
able person could realize that the
disasters on our earth are becoming
greater and greater and more disas-
trous. Earthquakes on a daily basis,
the floods, the fires that are destroy-
ing our cities and towns, are becom-
ing more frequent all the time.

Referring to the Ten Command-
ments, Ellen White also wrote the
following on p. 585 of the same
book, The Great Controversy, “If the
law were not binding, why should
any fear to transgress? Property
would no longer be safe. Men would
obtain their neighbor’s possessions
by violence, and the strongest would
become richest. Life itself would not
be respected. The marriage vow
would no longer stand as a sacred
bulwark to protect the family. He
who had the power, would, if he
desired, take his neighbor’s wife by
violence. The fifth commandment

would be set aside with the fourth.
Children would not shrink from
taking the life of their parents if by so
doing they could obtain the desire of
their corrupt hearts. The civilized
world would become a horde of
robbers and assassins; and peace, rest,
and happiness would be banished
from the earth.”

This is what she described taking
place, and the world ignores the
commandments in the law of God.

Benjamin Netanyahu, former and
current prime minister of Israel
observed, “It is far from a happy
world in its present condition.”

Also writing in the 1890s, in The
Great Controversy on p. 592,
“Political corruption is destroying
love of justice and regard for truth;
and even in free America, rulers and
legislators, in order to secure public
favor, will yield to the popular
demand for a law enforcing Sunday
observance. Liberty of conscience,
which has cost so great a sacrifice,
will no longer be respected.”

“To secure popularity and patron-
age, legislators will yield to the
demand for a Sunday law”
(Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5,
p. 451).

“When the legislators frame laws
which exalt the first day of the week
and put in the place of the seventh,
the device of Satan will be perfected”
(Review and Herald, April 15,
1890).

The earth is shaking.
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Concerning the deceptions of the
last days, we are told on page 593 of
The Great Controversy, “So closely
will the counterfeit resemble the true
that it will be impossible to distin-
guish between them except by the
Holy Scriptures. By their testimony
every statement and every miracle
must be tested. … None but those
who have fortified the mind with the
truths of the Bible will stand through
the last great conflict.”

Page 625 says, “Only those who
have been diligent students of the
Scriptures and who have received
the love of the truth will be shielded
from the powerful delusion that
takes the world captive. By the
Bible testimony these will detect the
deceiver in his disguise. To all the
testing time will come. By the
sifting of temptation the genuine
Christian will be revealed. Are the
people of God now so firmly estab-
lished upon His word that they
would not yield to the evidence of
their senses? Would they, in such a
crisis, cling to the Bible and the
Bible only?”

Having been given a dream in the
early 1900’s, Ellen White wrote,
“On one occasion, when in New
York City, I was in the night season
called upon to behold buildings
rising story after story toward
heaven. These buildings were war-

ranted to be fireproof, and they were
erected to glorify their owners and
builders. Higher and still higher
these buildings rose, and in them the
most costly material was used.
Those to whom these buildings
belonged were not asking them-
selves: ‘How can we best glorify
God?’ The Lord was not in their
thoughts….

     “The scene that next passed
before me was an alarm of fire. Men
looked at the lofty and supposedly
fire-proof buildings and said: ‘They
are perfectly safe.’ But these build-
ings were consumed as if made of
pitch. The fire engines could do
nothing to stay the destruction. The
firemen were unable to operate the
engines.

The twin towers turned out not to be
fireproof.
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     “I am instructed that when the
Lord’s time comes, should no change
have taken place in the hearts of
proud, ambitious human beings, men
will find that the hand that had been
strong to save will be strong to
destroy. No earthly power can stay
the hand of God. No material can be
used in the erection of buildings that
will preserve them from destruction
when God’s appointed time comes to
send retribution on men for their dis-
regard of His law and for their selfish
ambition” (Testimonies, Vol. 9, p. 12,
13).

These scenes certainly took place
on 9/11 when buildings that could not
be destroyed were destroyed, where
the fire engines were able to do
nothing because they were crushed
under the rubble of the buildings.

What are we told it would be like
in our cities at the end of time?
“There are not many, even among
educators and statesmen, who com-
prehend the causes that underlie the
present state of society. Those who
hold the reins of government are not
able to solve the problems of moral
corruption, poverty, pauperism, and
increasing crime. They are struggling
in vain to place business operations
on a more secure basis. If men would
give more heed to the teaching of
God’s word, they would find a solu-
tion to the problems that perplex
them” (Testimonies Vol. 9, p. 13).

“We are living in the time of the
end. The fast-fulfilling signs of the
times declare that the coming of
Christ is near at hand. The days in
which we live are solemn and impor-
tant. The Spirit of God is gradually
but surely being withdrawn from the
earth. Plagues and judgments are
already falling upon the despisers of
the grace of God. The calamities by
land and sea, the unsettled state of
society, the alarms of war, are porten-
tous. They forecast approaching
events of the greatest magnitude.

“The agencies of evil are combin-
ing their forces and consolidating.
They are strengthening for the last
great crisis. Great changes are soon to
take place in our world, and the final
movements will be rapid ones”
(Testimonies, Vol. 9, p. 11).

Poverty, moral corruption and crime
are concentrated in cities.
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Jesus Himself warned us to be
careful that we did not disregard His
promise. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not! Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate”
(Matthew 23:37-38).

Ellen White described Christ’s
sacrifice to provide an opportunity for
those willing to repent. “Christ was
treated as we deserve, that we might
be treated as He deserves. He was
condemned for our sins, in which He
had no share, that we might be justi-
fied by His righteousness, in which
we had no share. He suffered the
death which was ours, that we might
receive the life which was His. ‘With
His stripes we are healed’” (The
Desire of Ages, p. 25).

Let us be careful that we do not
disregard the prophets as they did of
old, but let us search the Scriptures to
see if these things are so. Prove all
things, hold to that which is good.

Let us not be part of the group that
the apostle Peter wrote about in 2
Peter 3:3, 4: “Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue

as they were from the beginning of
the creation.”

Let us not be like King Ahaziah,
written about in 2 Kings 1, who
needed information about his illness
and went to Baalzebub, the god of
Ekron, to inquire whether he would
recover or not, when there was a
prophet by the name of Elijah, who
was the prophet of God. The king
ignored the prophet Elijah and sought
after the things, and intelligences, of
this world, to see and get an answer.

We will not find the right answers
looking to the world. We must get
our answers from a “thus saith the
Lord” and through the messengers
whom He chooses. The Holy Bible
says that God set some in the church
as prophets.

Let us not ignore His Word, but
let us search diligently so that we
can be prepared for His soon return.

THE END
is coming
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